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What is IMPACT?

▪ Improving Medicines and Polypharmacy 
Appropriateness Clinical Tool

▪ Suggestions to optimise medicines use and 
practical info on how to stop if needed

▪ Highlights high risk medicines and measures to 
improve patient safety to prevent incidents of 
avoidable significant harm

▪ Summarises information from lots of sources for 
UK medicines

▪ Information evidence based and all references 
hyperlinked

▪ Information presented in two tools – evidence 
summary and data pack



How to use IMPACT for a medication review

Two options - 

1. Look up each medicine in the IMPACT bulletin, click 
through to the original references for more 
information, manually work out priority for 
reviewing

2. Produce a medicines list using the IMPACT data 
pack, which you can prioritise based on clinical and 
deprescribing risk, links to deprescribing 
algorithms

https://www.prescqipp.info/our-resources/bulletins/bulletin-268-impact

https://www.prescqipp.info/our-resources/bulletins/bulletin-268-impact


1. Using the IMPACT document

Interactive contents page allows you to click easily between 
medicines



IMPACT layout
• Classes & individual 

medicines

• PrescQIPP resources

• Referenced

• Deprescribing algorithms

• Lifestyle advice

• Clinical risk & deprescribing 
priority

• Each page has key at top, 
back to contents at bottom



Opioid deprescribing algorithm



2. Using the IMPACT data pack



Data pack 
layout

• No direct links 
to references

• Deprescrbing
algorithms

• Can exclude 
cost data 



Data pack 
layout

• No cost data 
gives a cleaner 
layout for 
individual 
medication 
review

• Can sort by 
clinical risk, 
deprescribing 
priority or 
alphabetically



IMPACT limitations

• Should not be used as the only information 
source when doing a medicines review

• Does not replace shared decision making with 
the patient

• Clinical risk/deprescribing priority intended as a 
guide to start a discussion, not absolute value

• Does not replace your clinical knowledge



How IMPACT can help

• Does each medicine have a current valid indication? 

• Look at the info for each medicine in IMPACT to see 
if any of the medicines need optimising OR if 
withdrawal should be considered

• Look at clinical risk/deprescribing priority in 
conjunction with the patients wishes to continue or 
stop medicines



Where to access IMPACT

https://www.prescqipp.info/our-resources/bulletins/bulletin-268-impact/

         
         
         
        Training video for                    

        creating an 
individualised          report

https://www.prescqipp.info/our-resources/bulletins/bulletin-268-impact/
https://vimeo.com/840749242/07772080c9
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